New issue of Mute!

THE CREATIVE CITY IN RUINS

http://www.metamute.org/pod/mute_vol_2_12_the_creative_city_in_ruins
Post-Fordist State planners, developers, and their entrepreneurial service arm have debased the meaning of ‘creativity’ to a shallow pretext for the further looting of cities and public wealth. The cookie-cutter aestheticisation of selective zones of our cities (tourist promenades, waterside public art, creative quarters), is a mere fig leaf covering the acts of enclosure and exclusion that cultural regeneration entails. As the sensibilities of the Creative Class are sensationalised, courted, and monetised, the creative possibilities of the dehumanised majority narrow. But as the recession bites, there are signs that dreams of the Creative City are crashing, as the public purse-strings tighten and the financial sector’s ability to underwrite the creative industries weakens. In this issue we examine that possibility, explore artists’ creative sabotage of their own regenerative co-optation, and philosophically examine what ‘expression’ might actually be.

---

Out now on Metamute

Not Fast Food, Women!

By Agnese Trocchi

http://www.metamute.org/en/content/not_fast_food_women
Alina Marrazzi's film, We Want Roses Too, juxtaposes found film footage with personal narratives in a mash up that identifies the struggles of Italy's sexual revolution. In her review, Agnese Trocchi points out a broader purpose:

to unify today's solo-fighting woman with her activist mothers, aunts and grandmothers of radical past

---

*Mute subscription offer!*

Subscribe to Mute and receive a FREE copy of Matteo Pasquinelli’s new book Animal Spirits: a Bestiary of the Commons. Offer lasts for a limited time.

Subscribe online at http://metamute.org/mute_magazine_subscription_individual
http://metamute.org/mute_magazine_subscription_individual>

Subscriptions start at just £20 for four issues (1 year)

*About Animal Spirits: A Bestiary of the Commons*

After a decade of digital fetishism, the spectres of the financial and energy crisis have also affected new media culture and brought into question the autonomy of networks. Yet activism and the art world still celebrate Creative Commons and the ‘creative cities’ as the new ideals for the Internet generation. Unmasking the animal spirits of the commons, Matteo Pasquinelli identifies the key social conflicts and business models at work behind the rhetoric of Free Culture. The corporate parasite infiltrating file-sharing networks, the hydra of gentrification in ‘creative cities’ such as Berlin and the bicephalous nature of the Internet with its pornographic underworld are three untold dimensions of contemporary ‘politics of the common’. Against the latent puritanism of authors like Baudrillard and Žižek, constantly quoted by both artists and activists, Animal Spirits draws a conceptual ‘book of beasts’. In a world system shaped by a turbulent stock market, Pasquinelli unleashes a politically incorrect grammar for the coming generation of the new commons.

Published in 2008 by Nai Publishers in association with the Institute of Network Cultures 240 pages, paperback. Free with subscription! 
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